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INTRODUCTION

he AASHTO News Media Guide represents
our commitment to working with news media
to ensure the American people have access to the
best information about important transportation
policies and programs. We see transportation as an
interconnected network that depends on a variety of
modes to move people and goods. The departments
of transportation that make up AASHTO’s membership are on the front lines each day building, maintaining, and operating key aspects of that system so
that our economy thrives and our citizens enjoy a high quality of life.
You’ll find easy access to contact information for our board of directors, as well
as a lineup of top transportation experts, capable of commenting on finance,
safety, and infrastructure. Thank you for your interest in transportation. We
look forward to working with you to tell the transportation story.

Bud Wright
AASHTO Executive Director
............................................................................................................................................

A

s Director of the Iowa Department of Transportation, I lead a multimodal agency unique,
in part because of our state’s geographical location
at the center of the nation. We see America from
the center outward—and can fully appreciate the
waterways, highways, and airports that connect us
all. As Chairman of the AASHTO Subcommittee
on Transportation Communications, I work with
transportation professionals from DOTs in every
state, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. We
all have unique stories to tell and my goal is to blend those stories into a common narrative that accurately describes the remarkable work DOTs do on behalf
of the American people. If transportation users understand the value of the
systems we share they can better appreciate the people who keep those systems
running, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Paul Trombino III
Director Iowa DOT, AASHTO Vice President
Chair AASHTO Subcommittee on Transportation Communications
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INTRODUCTION

he 2015 AASHTO News Media Guide is one
of several communications resources available
to journalist at: http://transportation.org. From
the AASHTO website news media can tap into a
constant stream of up-to-date DOT news releases
and access and subscribe to the AASHTO Journal,
the Daily Transportation Update and AASHTO
Transportation TV. These free resources are designed to keep journalists informed about the latest
transportation news. The media guide can also be
used to find AASHTO experts in the fields of funding and finance, safety, bridge
design, highway construction, Intelligent Transportation Systems and Snow
and Ice Removal. Journalists can count on AASHTO media relations to act as a
liaison to DOT communications professionals and to gather information about
possible state, regional or nationwide trends.

Tony Dorsey
Manager, Media Relations
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PURPOSE OF THE AASHTO NEWS MEDIA GUIDE

OVERVIEW

Working journalists and news organizations can use this guide to identify a
wide range of resources available to them within the American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials including a list of subject matter
experts. An electronic copy of the 2015 News Media Guide is available in the
Newsroom section of AASHTO homepage at: http://news.transportation.org

CONTACTING MEDIA RELATIONS

All media inquiries and interview requests should be directed to Tony Dorsey
at: tdorsey@aashto.org or (202) 624-3690 or (202) 624-5802 during regular
office hours; 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Members of the
news media requiring assistance during breaking news events outside of regular
business hours or during holidays should call (202) 412-2391.

AASHTO History

Founded in 1914 by an amalgamation of state highway engineers, the American
Association of State Highway Officials celebrated its Centennial in 2014.
AASHO, as it was originally called, paved the way for the historic Federal Aid
Road Act of 1916. This landmark legislation authorized the participation of the
Federal government in highway construction. Since then, the association has
built upon its state and Federal partnership, advocating for the Federal legislation
that created the Interstate Highway System in 1956. In 1973, as member states
saw their responsibilities grow to include all transportation modes: air, highways,
public transportation, rail, and water transport, the name was changed to the
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, AASHTO.

AASHTO Today

AASHTO is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association representing highway and
transportation departments in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. It represents all transportation modes with the purpose of fostering the
development, operation, and maintenance of an integrated national transportation system. AASHTO works to educate the public and key decision makers
about the critical role that transportation plays in securing a good quality of
life and a sound economy for our nation. AASHTO serves as a liaison between
state departments of transportation and the Federal government and it is an
international leader in setting technical standards for all phases of highway
system development. This includes the design, construction, and inspection
of highways and bridges, materials, and many other technical areas. AASHTO
also advances smart solutions and promising practices through training and
direct technical assistance to states. AASHTO is guided by a Board of Directors
made up of the chief transportation officers from the 50 states, the District of
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The 12-member Executive Committee is led by
AASHTO’s elected officers, and is assisted by its executive director. AASHTO’s
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OVERVIEW

policy development, standards setting, and technical activities are the product
of volunteer state department of transportation personnel who work through
the AASHTO committee structure. The committees collaborate throughout the
year and typically meet annually. These committees, which represent the highest
standard of transportation expertise in the country, address virtually every
element of planning, designing, constructing, and maintaining transportation
services and infrastructure.

AASHTO COMMUNICATIONS

Press Advisories/News releases
A press advisory contains brief but important information about the date, time,
location, and purpose of an upcoming media event or news conference. A news
release contains detailed information about AASHTO’s response to and/or
position on a major transportation related news event or issue. News releases
may also be used to provide information about news worthy events involving
AASHTO and/or its members; highway and state departments of transportation in all 50-states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Press advisories
and news releases are made available to the news media via e-mail. If members
of your organization would like to be added to AASHTO’s e-mail delivery list
please send your e-mail address(s) and any additional contact information such
as phone numbers, to tdorsey@aashto.org. Once a news release has been distributed it will also be posted on the newsroom page of the AASHTO web site
at: http://news.transportation.org

AASHTO WEBSITE

Find the latest news releases, detailed public policy analysis, information about
upcoming meetings, and extensive association information on AASHTO’s
website, transportation.org. The website hosts more than 100,000 pages of
information about all transportation modes.

AASHTO JOURNAL

The AASHTO Journal, published online every Friday, offers reporting on key
transportation policy matters, as well as a roundup of national, state, and association news affecting the transportation industry. Get your free online subscription, and use a searchable catalog to find back issues, at aashtojournal.org.

DAILY TRANSPORTATION UPDATE

The Daily Transportation Update provides a selection of links to transportation-related news stories and Federal Register notices on-line every weekday
morning. A free subscription to the latest edition can be found at
aashtojournal.org/Pages/DailyUpdate.aspx.
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TRANSPORTATION TV

OVERVIEW

Launched in May 2009, Transportation TV has developed into an industry
leader—creating more than 500 original video productions that have accumulated nearly a million video views. Transportation TV’s goal is to increase
awareness about the importance of our multimodal transportation system and
spark dialogue about the level of investment needed to preserve and modernize
all transportation modes. Visit the web site at: transportationtv.org
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AASHTO’s SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTS:

A Resource for News and In-Depth Analysis about Transportation

EXPERTS

Bud Wright
Executive Director
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Bud Wright is the executive director of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). He has almost four
decades of experience in both the private sector
and as a top executive at the Federal Highway
Administration.
Prior to his appointment as AASHTO Executive Director, Wright served as
Executive Director of the Federal Highway Administration from 2001 to 2008,
assisting the Administrator in establishing policies, programs, and priorities for
the $40 billion annual Federal-aid highway program.
As FHWA’s chief operating officer, Wright was also responsible for a workforce
of more than 2,500 transportation professionals and an annual operating budget
of $400 million.
From 2001 to 2002, Wright was the FHWA program manager for safety. Before
that, he was director of the Office of Budget and Finance, where he worked
extensively on the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21).
In 1992, Wright became the first non-engineer to serve as an FHWA state-level
Division Administrator.
Wright began his career in 1975 as an economist in the FHWA Office of Planning. In 1986, he was selected for a congressional fellowship, serving with the
Senate Appropriations Committee staff. In 1989–1990, he was a member of the
National Transportation Policy Team, which developed former Transportation
Secretary Samuel Skinner’s National Transportation Policy.
Wright holds a B.A. in economics from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University, Blacksburg, Virginia.

EXPERTISE IN:
• Policy and government relations at the local, state, and Federal level
• Management and coalition building
• Transportation safety
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Jim Tymon
Director of Policy and Management
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERTS

Jim Tymon is the director of policy and management at the American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials—AASHTO.
Tymon works closely with state departments of
transportation in the development of AASHTO’s
transportation policy positions and oversees the
monitoring of legislative, administrative, and regulatory activities relating to
transportation. He also serves as AASHTO’s Chief Operating Officer overseeing
the management of the Association’s internal operations. He joined AASHTO in
December 2013.
Prior to joining AASHTO, Tymon was the Staff Director of the Highways and
Transit Subcommittee of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and served as Senior Advisor to Chairman Bill Shuster.
As Staff Director, Tymon managed the Subcommittee responsible for writing
authorizing legislation for the Federal Highway Administration, the Federal
Transit Administration, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
and the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration.
He was the Committee’s lead staffer for the development of MAP-21—the
surface transportation bill signed into law in 2012. Tymon was also the primary
staff person responsible for the Highway and Highway Safety titles in
SAFETEA-LU—the surface transportation bill signed into law in 2005.
Prior to joining the T&I Committee, Tymon spent three years with the Office of
Management and Budget where he worked as the Program Examiner responsible for overseeing the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration.

EXPERTISE IN:
• Federal transportation funding
• Innovative financing
• Transportation policy
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Lloyd Brown
Director of Communications
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERTS

Lloyd Brown is the director of communications
for the American Association of State Highway
and Transportation Officials.
Before joining AASHTO in August 2010, Brown
served as the Washington State Department of
Transportation communication director, overseeing the administration of
WSDOT’s public information and involvement activities throughout Washington.
Under Brown’s leadership, WSDOT was recognized as a national leader in the
development and implementation of social media tools, redefining the agency’s
relationship with the public.
Prior to joining WSDOT in 2002, Brown worked as a public relations account
manager working on and leading award-winning public relations and public affairs campaigns for a range of private- and public-sector clients throughout the
West, including the California bottle and can recycling program and Arizona’s
ground-breaking anti-tobacco program. He began his communications career
as a radio disc jockey at KZFN in Moscow, Idaho. He soon left radio to follow
his passion for writing, becoming a newspaper reporter and editor in Washington and later Arizona. He earned a Masters in Communication and Leadership
from Gonzaga University (Spokane, Washington).

EXPERTISE IN:
• Social media policy/practice
• Crisis communications
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Joung H. Lee
Policy Director
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERTS

In his role as policy director, Joung Lee provides
leadership and oversight for AASHTO’s transportation policy, regulatory, and program finance
activities. Working with Congress, Federal executive branch agencies, state and local governments,
and other transportation industry stakeholders, Lee represents the policy interests of state departments of transportation
during development, passage, and implementation of legislation. In addition,
he oversees AASHTO’s technical service programs in the areas of environment,
finance, planning, transit, and rail. Prior to joining AASHTO in 2007, Lee held
transportation planner and analyst positions from 2000 to 2007 with the Federal
Highway Administration.
Lee is the founder of Young Professionals in Transportation, an international
networking organization for career development. In addition, he served as the
founding chair of the Young Members Council at the Transportation Research
Board and as chairman of the Road Gang, a DC-based highway policy society
founded in 1942. He is a graduate of the University of Virginia and the University of Pennsylvania.

EXPERTISE IN:
• Federal transportation budget and funding
• Policy formulation
• Infrastructure financing approaches
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King W. Gee
Director of Engineering and Technical
Services
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERTS

King W. Gee is the director of engineering and
technical services for the American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). He has more than 38 years of top executive
experience at the Federal Highway Administration and in the private sector. At AASHTO, King directs the association’s technical service programs and he leads a staff of managers assigned with supporting
the work of the AASHTO technical committees. These essential committees
develop policies, standards, and manuals used in the construction and preservation of transportation infrastructure around the world. King also leads the
development and delivery of the AASHTOWare suite of software programs and
he oversees the work of the AASHTO Materials Reference Laboratory (AMRL)
which conducts testing proficiency, laboratory assessment, and accreditation.
King is also responsible for the deployment of products through the second
Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP2).
Prior to joining AASHTO, King was FHWA’s Associate Administrator for Infrastructure from 2001 to 2011 and Director of International Programs at FHWA
from 1996 to 2001. King holds B.S. and M.E. degrees in Civil Engineering from
the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York.

EXPERTISE IN:
• Highway transportation engineering and programs
• Organizational, program and process improvement and change
management
• International exchange, and collaboration
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Jim McDonnell, P.E.
Deputy Program Director, Engineering
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERTS

Jim McDonnell is the deputy program director
for engineering at AASHTO. He serves as the staff
liaison to AASHTO’s design, construction, and
right-of-way/utilities committees, including oversight of the technical development of highway
design and construction standards/guidance, and
analysis of proposed Federal legislation and coordination of official AASHTO
responses.
McDonnell has over 20 years of experience in highway planning, traffic engineering, and design working for the North Carolina Department of Transportation, an engineering consulting firm, and AASHTO. He holds a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Civil Engineering from Duke University and is a licensed
Professional Engineer.

EXPERTISE IN:
• Roadway design
• Design-build contracting

14

Dennis Motiani
Executive Director National Operations
Center of Excellence
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERTS

In January 2015, Dennis Motiani, a recognized
expert in transportation systems management
and operations, was named executive director for
the new National Operations Center of Excellence
(NOCoE), located in the nation’s capital. NOCoE
is designed to provide transportation agencies with a centralized and comprehensive set of resources for transportation systems management and operations.
The center is a collaborative effort of AASHTO, the Institute of Transportation
Engineers, and Intelligent Transportation Society of America, with support
from the Federal Highway Administration. Motiani has more than 24 years of
experience at the New Jersey Department of Transportation, where he is was assistant commissioner for transportation systems management. Among services
the National Operations Center of Excellence will provide are best practice peer
exchange webinars, national and regional summits, and a dynamic web portal
to identify best practice material and other resources for specific technical and
policy issues.

EXPERTISE IN:
• Transportation systems management and operations
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Greta Smith, P.E.
Associate Program Director for Project
Delivery

EXPERTS

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Greta Smith is the associate program director for
project delivery for the American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO). Prior to AASHTO, Smith worked for
25 years at the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
in various roles related to highway construction and materials management. As
associate program director, she has responsibilities for oversight of technical
services programs that provide materials evaluation and audit services for the
states. Smith works with the transportation officials responsible for construction
and materials evaluations to ensure that the highest quality materials are being
used in all phases of the construction of transportation infrastructure. She also
promotes the awareness and use of innovative contracting solutions and product
evaluation strategies to trim construction times and cut costs. Smith holds a
B.S. in Chemical Engineering from the University of Kentucky and is a licensed
Professional Engineer in the State of Kentucky.

EXPERTISE IN:
• Construction materials and functional design
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Kelly Hardy, P.E.
Program Manager, Safety
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERTS

Kelly Hardy joined the American Association
of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) in July 2009 as the program manager
for safety. In this role, Hardy serves as the liaison
to the Standing Committee on Highway Traffic Safety (SCOHTS) and its Subcommittee on
Safety Management. She works with state DOTs and AASHTO’s many highway
safety partners to help advance the Toward Zero Deaths campaign. Hardy also
supports liaisons to other AASHTO committees and subcommittees in their
safety-related efforts. Prior to joining AASHTO, she was a consultant serving
as a project manager on highway safety-related FHWA and National Cooperative Highway Research Program projects. Hardy is a Professional Engineer,
registered in Virginia, and has a Bachelor of Science degree and a Master of Engineering degree both in Civil Engineering from Pennsylvania State University.

EXPERTISE IN:
• Highway safety
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Richard “Rick” Nelson, P.E., F.ASCE
AASHTO SICOP Coordinator
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPERTS

Since 2014 Richard “Rick” Nelson has served as
the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO)’s Snow and
Ice Cooperative Program Coordinator (SICOP).
SICOP represents AASHTO’s Winter Maintenance Technical Service Program. SICOP’s goal is
to ensure that new potentially implementable international and domestic winter
maintenance technologies are researched, tested, and if appropriate, implemented by transportation agencies. Nelson’s 30 years of experience in highway
operations covers year-round maintenance, construction, dispute resolution,
and transportation system operation and management. His winter maintenance
experience includes equipment, chemicals, sustainable strategies for environmentally sensitive areas, and utilizing Intelligent Transportation System technologies applied to winter maintenance activities.

EXPERTISE IN:
• Winter maintenance
• Transportation operations
• Construction dispute resolution
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AASHTO OFFICERS 2014-2015
President:

John F. Cox

DIRECTORY

Director
Wyoming Department of Transportation
5300 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009-3340
(307) 777-4484
Media Contact:
Doug McGee
(307) 777-4375
E-mail: doug.mcgee@wyo.gov
John Cox has served as director of the Wyoming Department of Transportation
since January 2005. He was initially appointed to the position by former Governor Dave Freudenthal and reappointed in February 2011 by current Governor
Matt Mead.
Prior to 2005, Cox served as administrator of the Wyoming Highway Patrol for
nearly seven years. As director, Cox is responsible for Wyoming’s largest and
most diverse state agency, with an annual budget of nearly $550 million and
more than 2,000 employees based in 60 locations.
Cox was born in Denver and raised in York, Nebraska. He has a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice from The International University of Missouri and is a
graduate of the FBI National Academy and the FBI’s law enforcement executive
development course.
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Vice President:

Paul Trombino III

DIRECTORY

Director
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way
Ames, IA 50010-6915
(515) 239-1111
Media contact:
Andrea Henry
(515) 239-1730
E-mail: Andrea.Henry@dot.iowa.gov
............................................................................................................................................

Secretary-Treasurer:

Carlos Braceras

Director
Utah Department of Transportation
4501 S. 2700 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84119
(801) 965-4000
Media contact:
Nile Easton
(801) 673-9107
E-mail: neaston@utah.gov
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STATE DOT CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND CONTACTS
ALABAMA
Director
Alabama Department of
Transportation
1409 Coliseum Blvd.
Montgomery, AL 36110
(334) 242-6311
Media Contact:

Tony Harris, (334) 242-6554
Harrist@dot.state.al.us
ALASKA

Marc Luiken

Commissioner
Department of Transportation
& Public Facilities
P.O. Box 112500
Juneau, AK 99811-2500
(907) 465-3901
Media Contact:

Jeremy Woodrow (907) 465-8994
Jeremy.woodrow@alaska.gov
ARIZONA

John Halikowski

Director
Department of Transportation
206 S. 17th Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85007
(602) 712- 7856
Media Contact:

Tim Tait, (602) 712-7070
ttait@azdot.gov
ARKANSAS

Scott Bennett

Director
State Highway & Transportation
Department

DIRECTORY

John R. Cooper

P.O. Box 2261
Little Rock, AR 72203-2261
(501) 569-2000
Media Contact:

Randy Ort, (501) 569-2227
randy.ort@arkansashighways.com
CALIFORNIA

Malcolm Dougherty

Director
California Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 942874
Sacramento, CA 94274-0001
(916) 653-5060
Media Contact:

Tamie McGowen, (916) 653-5060
tamie.mcgowen@dot.ca.gov
COLORADO

Shailen P. Bhatt

Executive Director
Colorado Department of
Transportation
4201 East Arkansas Avenue, Suite 262
Denver, CO 80222-3406
(303) 757-9201
Media Contact:

Amy Ford (303)-757-9362
amy.ford@state.co.us
CONNECTICUT

James P. Redeker

Commissioner
Connecticut Department of
Transportation
2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06111
(860) 594-3000
Media Contact:

Kevin Nursick, (860) 594-3003
Kevin.Nursick@po.state.ct.us
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DELAWARE

Jennifer Cohan

DIRECTORY

Secretary
Delaware Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 778
Dover, DE 19903-0778
(302) 760-2303
Media Contact:

Geoff Sundstrom, (302) 760-2079
geoff.sundstrom@state.de.us
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Leif Dormsjo

Director
Department of Transportation
Franklin D. Reeves Center
55 M Street, S.E., Suite 400
Washington, DC 20009-0003
(202) 673-6813
Media contact:

Reggie Sanders, (202)-671-5124
reggie.sanders@dc.gov
FLORIDA

Jim Boxold

Secretary
Florida Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street, MS 57
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450
(850) 414-5206
Media contact:

Dick Kane, (850) 414-4590
dick.kane@dot.state.fl.us
GEORGIA

Russell McMurry

Commissioner
Georgia Department of
Transportation
600 W. Peachtree Street, N.W.
Atlanta, GA 30308
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(404) 631-1000
Media contact:

Natalie Dale, (404) 631-1814
ndale@dot.ga.gov
HAWAII

Ford Fuchigami

Director
Hawaii Department of Transportation
869 Punchbowl Street, Room 509
Honolulu, HI 96813-5097
(808) 587-2150
Media contact:

Tim Sakahara, 808-587-2160
timothy.j.sakahara@hawaii.gov
IDAHO

Brian W. Ness

Director
Idaho Transportation Department
P. Box 7129
Boise, ID 83707-1129
(208) 334-8820
Media Contact:

Jeff Stratten, (208) 334-8817
jeff.stratten@itd.idaho.gov
ILLINOIS

Randall S. Blankenhorn

Secretary
Illinois Department of Transportation
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62764-0002
(217) 782-5597
Media contact:

Guy Tridgell (312) 793-4199
guy.tridgell@illinois.gov

INDIANA

Karl B. Browning

Media contact:

Will Wingfield (317) 233-4675
wwingfield@indot.in.gov
IOWA

Paul Trombino III

Director
Iowa Department of Transportation
800 Lincoln Way
Ames, IA 50010-6915
(515) 239-1111
Media contact:

Andrea Henry, (515) 239-1730
Andrea.Henry@dot.iowa.gov
KANSAS

Mike King

Secretary
Kansas Department of Transportation
Eisenhower State Office Building
700 SW Harrison
Topeka, KS 66603-3754
(785) 296-3461
Media Contact:

Steve Swartz, 785-296-3585
Stevesw@ksdot.org
KENTUCKY

Mike Hancock

Secretary
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
200 Mero Street

Media Contact:

Chuck Wolfe, (502) 564-3419
chuck.wolfe@ky.gov

DIRECTORY

Commissioner
Indiana Department of
Transportation
100 N. Senate Avenue, Room N758
Indiana government Center North
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2273
(317) 232-5525

Frankfort, KY 40622
(502) 564-4890

LOUISIANA

Sherri H. LeBas

Secretary
Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development
P. Box 94245
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245
(225) 379-1200
Media Contact:

Rodney Mallett (225) 379-1275
Rodney.Mallett@la.gov
MAINE

David Bernhardt

Commissioner
Maine Department of Transportation
Transportation Building
16 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0016
(207) 624-3000
Media contact:

Ted W. Talbot, (207) 624-3030
ted.w.talbot@maine.gov
MARYLAND

Peter K. Rahn

Secretary
Maryland Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 548
Hanover, MD 21076-0548
(410) 865-1000
Media contact:

Erin Henson, (410) 865-1028
ehenson@mdot.maryland.gov
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MASSACHUSETTS

Stephanie Pollack

DIRECTORY

Secretary
Massachusetts Department of
Transportation
10 Park Plaza, Room 3170
Boston, MA 02116-3969
(857) 368-4636
Media contact:

Amanda Richard, (857) 368-8500
amanda.richard@dot.state.ma.us
MICHIGAN

Kirk T. Steudle

Director
Michigan Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 30050
Lansing, MI 48909-7550
(517) 373-2114
Media contact:

Jeff Cranson, (517) 335-5014
cransonj@michigan.gov
MINNESOTA

Charles Zelle

Commissioner
Minnesota Department of
Transportation
Transportation Building MS 110
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55155-1899
(651) 366-4800
Media contact:

Kevin Gutknecht, (651) 366-4266
kevin.gutknecht@state.mn.us
MISSISSIPPI

Melinda McGrath, P.E.
Executive Director
Mississippi Department of
Transportation
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P.O. Box 1850
Jackson, MS 39215-1850
(601) 359-7002
Media contact:

Jarrod Ravencraft, (601) 359-7074
Jravencraft@mdot.ms.gov
MISSOURI

Dave Nichols, P.E.

Director
Missouri Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 270
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(573) 751-4622
Media contact:

Fay Fleming, (573) 526-6687
Fay.fleming@modot.mo.gov
MONTANA

Michael T. Tooley

Director
Montana Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 201001
Helena, MT 59620-1001
(406) 444-6200
Media contact:

Lori Ryan, (406) 444-6821
lryan@mt.gov
NEBRASKA

Randall D. Peters, P.E.

Director–State Engineer
Nebraska Department of Roads
P. Box 94759
Lincoln, NE 68509-4759
(402) 479-4615
Media contact:

Mary Jo Oie, (402) 479-4512
maryjo.oie@nebraska.gov

NEVADA

Rudy Malfabon, P.E.

Media contact:

Sean Sever, (775) 888-7278
ssever@dot.state.nv.us
NEW HAMPSHIRE

Jeff Brillhart

Commissioner
New Hampshire Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 483
Concord, NH 03302-0483
(603) 271-3734
Media contact:

William Boynton, (603) 271-6495
wboynton@dot.state.nh.us
NEW JERSEY

Jamie Fox

Commissioner
New Jersey Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 600
Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
(609) 530-3536
Media contact:

Steve Schapiro, (609) 530-4280
Stephen.Schapiro@dot.nj.gov
NEW MEXICO

Tom Church

Secretary
New Mexico Department of
Transportation

Media Contact:

Melissa Dosher, (505) 827-5526
Melissa.Dosher@state.nm.us

DIRECTORY

Director
Nevada Department of
Transportation
1263 South Stewart Street
Carson City, NV 89712-0002
(775) 888-7440

P.O. Box 1149
Santa Fe, NM 87504-1149
(505) 827-5110

NEW YORK

Joan McDonald

Commissioner
New York State Department of
Transportation
50 Wolf Road
Albany, NY 12232-2633
(518) 457-4422
Media contact:

Beau Duffy, (518) 457-6400
Beau.Duffy@dot.ny.gov
NORTH CAROLINA

Tony Tata

Secretary
North Carolina Department of
Transportation
1501 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1501
(919) 707-2800
Media contact:

Mike Charbonneau, (919) 707-2660
mcharbonneau@ncdot.gov
NORTH DAKOTA

Grant Levi, P.E.

Director
North Dakota Department of
Transportation
608 E. Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700
(701) 328-2581
Media contact:

Peggy Anderson, (701) 328-4322
peganderson@nd.gov
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OHIO

Jerry Wray

DIRECTORY

Director
Ohio Department of Transportation
1980 West Broad Street
Columbus, OH 43223-1102
(614) 466-2335
Media Contact:

Melissa Ayers, (614) 644-8640
Melissa.ayers@dot.state.oh.us
OKLAHOMA

Gary Ridley
Secretary

Mike Patterson

Director
Oklahoma Department of
Transportation
200 N.E. 21st Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3299
(405) 521-6000
Media Contact:

Terri Angier, (405) 521-6004
tangier@odot.org
OREGON

Matthew Garrett

Director
Oregon Department of
Transportation
355 Capitol St. NE MS11
Salem, OR 97301-3871
(503) 986-3289
Media Contact:

Tom Fuller, (503) 986-3455
tom.fuller@odot.state.or.us
PENNSYLVANIA

Leslie S. Richard

Secretary
Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation
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Keystone Building
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0095
(717) 787-5574
Media Contact:

Richard Kirkpatrick (717) 783-8800
rkirkpatr@pa.gov
PUERTO RICO

Miguel Torres Diaz

Secretary
Department of Transportation
and Public Works
Minillas Station
P.O. Box 41269
San Juan, PR 00940-2007
(787) 722-2929
Media Contact:

Irma Moyeno, (787) 723-3245
Iimoyeno@dtop.gov.pr
RHODE ISLAND

Peter Alviti

Director
Rhode Island Department of
Transportation
State Office Building
2 Capitol Hill
(401) 222-2481
Media Contact:

Rose Amoros (401-222-1362)
ext. 4450
Rosamaria.amoros@dot.ri.gov

SOUTH CAROLINA

Janet Oakley

Media contact:

Pete Poore, (803) 737-1270
PooreJP@scdot.org
SOUTH DAKOTA

Darin Bergquist

Secretary
South Dakota Department of
Transportation
700 East Broadway Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-2586
(605) 773-3265
Media contact:

Kristi Sandal, (605) 773-7179
kristi.sandal@state.sd.us
TENNESSEE

John Schroer

Commissioner
Tennessee Department of
Transportation
700 James K. Polk Building,
505 Deaderick Street
Nashville, TN 37243-0349
(615) 741-2848
Media Contact:

BJ Doughty, (615) 532-3810
BJ.Doughty@tn.gov
TEXAS
LtGen. Joe Weber, USMC, (Ret)
Executive Director
Texas Department of Transportation

Media Contact:

DIRECTORY

Secretary
South Carolina Department of
Transportation
955 Park Street
Columbia, SC 29201-3959
(803) 737-1302

Dewitt C. Greer Highway Building
125 E. 11th St.
Austin, TX 78701-2483
(512) 305-9501
Bob Kaufman, (512) 305-9503
Bob.Kaufman@txdot.gov
UTAH

Carlos Braceras

Executive Director
Utah Department of Transportation
4501 South 2700 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84119-5998
(801) 965-4000
Media Contact:

Nile Easton, (801) 965-4387
neaston@utah.gov
VERMONT

Susan Minter

Secretary
Vermont Agency of Transportation
One National Life Drive,
Montpelier, VT 05633-5001
(802) 828-2657
Media Contact:

Erik Filkorn, (802) 828-1647
Erik.Filkorn@state.vt.us
VIRGINIA

Charles Kilpatrick, P.E

Commissioner
Virginia Department of
Transportation
1111 East Broad Street, Suite 3054
Richmond, VA 23219
(804) 786-8032
Media Contact:

Tamara Rollison, (804) 786-2715
Tamara.Rollison@vdot.virginia.gov
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WASHINGTON

Lynn Peterson

Mark Gottlieb, P.E.

Media Contact:

Media Contact:

Lars Erickson (360) 705-7076
ericksl@wsdot.wa.gov

Peg L. Schmitt, (608) 266-5599
peg.schmitt@dot.wi.gov

Secretary
Washington State Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 47316
Olympia, WA 98504-7316
(360) 705-7075

DIRECTORY
TEXT

WISCONSIN
Secretary
Wisconsin Department of
Transportation
P.O. Box 7910
Madison, WI 53702-7910
(608) 266-1114

WEST VIRGINIA

Paul A. Mattox, Jr., P.E.

Secretary
West Virginia Department of
Transportation
Building 5, Room 110
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0440
(304) 558-0444
Media Contact:

Brent Walker, (304) 558-0103
brent.h.walker@wv.gov
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WYOMING

John F. Cox

Director
Wyoming Department of
Transportation
5300 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009-3340
(307) 777-4484
Media Contact:

Doug McGee, (307) 777-4375
doug.mcgee@wyo.gov
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GLOSSARY

AASHTO’s Materials Reference Laboratory (AMRL): Housed at the National
Institute of Standards and Technology in Gaithersburg, MD. AMRL promotes
adherence to standards in the testing of construction materials by laboratories
serving the transportation industry.

.................................................................................

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA): The $787 billion
economic stimulus package passed by Congress on Feb. 13, 2009. The legislation
provided $48 billion for transportation: $27.5 billion for highways; $8.4 billion
for transit; and $8 billion for high-speed and intercity passenger rail projects.
.................................................................................

Appropriations: An act of a legislative body that makes funds available for
expenditures with specific limitations as to amount, purpose, and period. Congress regularly has to pass 12 annual appropriations bills, including funding for
the U.S. Department of Transportation.

.................................................................................

Apportionments: An administrative assignment of funds based on a prescribed
formula by a governmental unit to another governmental unit for specific purposes and for certain periods.

.................................................................................

Authorization: State legislatures and Congress pass legislation creating or
renewing federal or state programs with a specified funding amount.

.................................................................................

Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation: The Highway Bridge Replacement and
Rehabilitation Program (HBRRP) provides funds to assist states in their programs to replace or rehabilitate deficient highway bridges and to seismic retrofit
bridges located on any public road.
.................................................................................

Categorical Exclusions: With regard to the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969, a categorical exclusion means a category of actions that do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the human environment;
therefore making neither an environmental assessment nor an environmental
impact statement required.

.................................................................................

Clean Air Act: The Clean Air Act (CAA) is the comprehensive Federal law that
regulates air emissions from area, stationary, and mobile sources. The law authorizes National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) to protect public health
and the environment.
.................................................................................

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality: As part of the Clean Air Act, the
CMAQ program is jointly administered by the Federal Highway Administration
and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to provide funds to state trans29

portation agencies, Metropolitan Planning Organizations, and transit agencies
to invest in projects that reduce criteria air pollutants regulated from transportation-related sources.

.................................................................................

GLOSSARY

Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS): A collaborative, interdisciplinary approach
that involves all stakeholders to develop a transportation facility that fits its physical setting and preserves scenic, aesthetic, historic and environmental resources,
while maintaining safety and mobility. CSS is an approach that considers the total
context within which transportation improvement projects will exist.
.................................................................................

Contract Authority: Funds obligated to state transportation departments prior
to appropriations. The Federal Highway Administration notes that most Federal-aid highway programs operate under contract authority.

.................................................................................

Core Highway Program: Made up of the National Highway System, Interstate
Maintenance, Surface Transportation Program, Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation, and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement programs.

.................................................................................

Dedicated Funds: 1) Funds allocated to a given area usually by some formula
and made available on an annual basis. 2) Funds collected for a specific program
or purpose.
.................................................................................

Design Speed: A selected speed used to determine the various geometric design
features of the roadway. The assumed design speed should be a logical one with
respect to the topography, anticipated operating speed, the adjacent land use,
and the functional classification of highway.

.................................................................................

Discretionary Spending: Spending set by annual appropriation levels made by
decision of Congress. This spending is optional, and in contrast to entitlement
programs for which funding is mandatory.

.................................................................................

Earmark: Funds dedicated for a specific program or purpose by a legislator.
Revenues are earmarked by law. Expenditures are earmarked by appropriations
bills or reports.

.................................................................................

Environmental Impact Statement: Part of the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969, an EIS is a document that must be filed when the Federal government takes a “major federal action significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment.”

.................................................................................

Federal-Aid Highway: A highway eligible for assistance under Title 23 United
States Code other than a highway classified as a local road or rural minor collector.
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Federal-Aid System: Any of the Federal-aid highway systems described in Title
23 Section 103.

.................................................................................

GLOSSARY

Federal Operating Assistance: Funds authorized by the Federal government to
assist in paying the cost of operating transit services.

.................................................................................

Firewall: A tool to prevent savings in one category from being applied toward
increased spending in another.

.................................................................................

Highway Safety Manual: A 2010 publication that features tools for considering
safety in the project development process. This manual was produced through
a joint effort between AASHTO, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
and the Transportation Research Board.

.................................................................................

Highway Trust Fund: Created by the Highway Revenue Act of 1956 (Pub. L.
84-627), primarily to ensure a dependable source of financing for the National
System of Interstate and Defense Highways and also as the source of funding
for the remainder of the federal-aid highway program. Of the 18.4 cent- pergallon federal tax on gasoline, 15.44 cents goes into the highway account, 2.86
cents into the Mass Transit Account and 0.1 cent into the Leaking Underground
Storage Tank fund administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Diesel is taxed at 24.4 cents per gallon.

.................................................................................

Intermodal Planning Group (IPG): A regional organization of Federal agencies
set up to oversee transportation planning activities in the states of that region.
It might include representatives of the Federal Highway Administration, Coast
Guard, Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Railroad Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Department of Housing and Urban Development,
Environmental Protection Agency, and other Federal agencies.

.................................................................................

Interstate Maintenance: The Interstate Maintenance program provides funding
to states for resurfacing, restoring, rehabilitating, and reconstructing most
routes on the Interstate Highway System. Funds are subject to the overall
Federal-aid obligation limitation. A state may transfer up to 50 percent of its IM
apportionment to its National Highway System, Surface Transportation, Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement, Highway Bridge Replacement
and Rehabilitation, or Recreational Trails apportionment.

.................................................................................

Interstate Highway System: A 47,000-mile network of roadways founded in
1956 with the passage of the Federal-Aid Highway Act. It is officially called the
Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate and Defense Highways.

.................................................................................
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GLOSSARY

Interstate Substitution Transfer Project: Formerly non-highway public transportation projects financed by funds which would otherwise have been spent on
a segment of the Interstate highway system. New amendments to the FederalAid Highway Act allow the funds to be used for highways and street improvement projects as well as for public transportation projects.
.................................................................................

ITS (Intelligent Transportation Systems): A broad range of wireless and wire
line communications-based information and electronics technologies. When
integrated into the transportation system’s infrastructure, and in vehicles
themselves, these technologies relieve congestion, improve safety and enhance
American productivity. ITS is made up of 16 types of technology-based systems.
These systems are divided into intelligent infrastructure systems and intelligent
vehicle systems.
.................................................................................

LRFD (Load and Resistance Factor Design): AASHTO bridge design methodology introduced in 1994.

.................................................................................

MUTCD (Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices): Defines the standards
used by road managers nationwide to install and maintain traffic control devices
on all streets and highways. The MUTCD is published by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) under 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 655,
Subpart F.
.................................................................................

Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21): Signed into
law by President Barrack Obama on July 6, 2012. MAP-21 reauthorized the
Federal-aid highway program at approximately $105 billion for fiscal years (FY)
2013 and 2014. It also consolidated the number of Federal programs by twothirds to focus resources on key national goals, reduce duplication, and increase
the accountability and transparency of investment decision making through
performance-based planning and programming. The legislation also eliminated earmarks, expedited project delivery, and strengthened the Transportation
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Program (TIFIA) to leverage additional
Federal dollars for transportation projects.

.................................................................................

Match: State or local funds required by the federal government to complement
Federal funds for a project. For example, in the case of public transportation, the
Federal government may provide 80 percent of the necessary funds if the state
or local government matches 20 percent. For interstate highway projects, the
Federal government provides 90 percent of the funds, and state or local government pays the 10 percent matching cost. A match may also be required by states
in funding projects which are a joint state/local effort.
.................................................................................

32

GLOSSARY

Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO): The organization designated by
the governor as responsible together with the state for transportation planning
in an urbanized area according to 23 USC 134. This organization is the forum
for cooperative decision making by principal elected officials of general local
government.

.................................................................................

Metropolitan Transportation Plan: Metropolitan Planning Organizations,
in cooperation with states and such transportation providers as public transit
operators, carries out the metropolitan transportation planning process. That
includes development of the transportation plan and the Transportation Improvement Plan.

.................................................................................

National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP): Administered
by the Transportation Research Board (TRB) and sponsored by the member departments of AASHTO in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), the National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP) was
created in 1962 as a means to conduct research in acute problem areas that affect
highway planning, design, construction, operation, and maintenance nationwide.
.................................................................................

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969: NEPA’s basic policy is
to assure that all branches of government give proper consideration to the
environment prior to undertaking any major federal action that significantly affects the environment. NEPA requirements are invoked when airports,
buildings, military complexes, highways, parkland purchases, and other Federal
activities are proposed. Environmental Assessments (EAs) and Environmental
Impact Statements (EISs), which are assessments of the likelihood of impacts
from alternative courses of action, are required from all federal agencies and are
the most visible NEPA requirements. Section 106 of NEPA deals with historic
preservation.

.................................................................................

National Highway System: Approximately 160,000 miles of roadway important
to the nation’s economy, defense, and mobility. The National Highway System
includes the interstate system, principal arterials, Strategic Highway Network,
Major Strategic Highway Network Connectors, and intermodal connectors.

.................................................................................

Obligation Authority: Total amount of funds that may be obligated to states in
a year. For the Federal-aid highway program this is comprised of the obligation
limitation amount plus amounts for programs exempt from the limitation.

.................................................................................

Obligation Limitation: The maximum amount of Federal assistance that may be
promised during a specified time period. This is a statutory budgetary control
that does not affect the apportionment or allocation of funds. It controls the rate
at which these funds may be used.
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.................................................................................

GLOSSARY

Rescission: A cancellation of previously approved but unspent funds. Congress or the president may propose it. Rescissions must receive approval from
Congress within 45 days of the request to cancel allotted funds. Since Fiscal Year
2002, states have rescinded more than $13 billion.
.................................................................................

Revenue Aligned Budget Authority: Annual funding adjustment to the highway program started in Fiscal Year 2000. The firewall level is adjusted to reflect
revised receipts estimates for the Highway Account of the Highway Trust Fund.
Then, adjustments—equal to the firewall adjustment—are made to the federal-aid highway authorizations and obligation limitation for the fiscal year. This
can either boost or cut Federal funding to states.

.................................................................................

Revolving Fund: Working capital established to facilitate operations of special
functions, which is replenished by reimbursement from other funds.

.................................................................................

Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy
for Users (SAFETEA-LU) (Public Law 109-59): Passed in 2005, it authorizes Federal surface transportation programs through Fiscal Year 2009. SAFETEA-LU is
authorized at $286.4 billion for Federal highway, transit, freight, research, safety,
intelligent transportation systems, and environment and planning programs.
Congress has temporarily extended SAFETEA-LU pending the enactment of a
new authorization.
.................................................................................

Short Line Railroad: 1) A company that originates and/or terminates freight traffic, participates in division of revenue, and is normally less than 100 miles in length.
2) Class III railroads that receive less than $40 million a year in operating revenue and have less than 350 miles of track.

.................................................................................

State Funds: Funds obtained under the authority of the state or any political or
other subdivision thereof, and made available for expenditure under the direct
control of the state highway department.

.................................................................................

State Implementation Plan (SIP): The State Implementation Plan is a plan for
each state which identifies how that state will attain and/or maintain the primary and secondary National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) set forth
in section 109 of the Clean Air Act (“the Act”) and 40 Code of Federal Regulations 50.4 through 50.12 and which includes Federally-enforceable requirements. Each state is required to have a SIP which contains control measures
and strategies which demonstrate how each area will attain and maintain the
NAAQS. These plans are developed through a public process, formally adopted
by the State, and submitted by the Governor’s designee to EPA. The Clean Air
Act requires EPA to review each plan and any plan revisions and to approve the
plan or plan revisions if consistent with the Clean Air Act.
34

.................................................................................

State Operating Assistance: Funds obtained from one or more state governments to assist in paying the cost of operating transit services.

.................................................................................

GLOSSARY

Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP2): To address the challenges
of moving people and goods efficiently and safely on the nation’s highways,
Congress created the second Strategic Highway Research Program known as
SHRP2. This targeted, short-term research program involves the collaborative
efforts of the Federal Highway Administration, AASHTO, and the Transportation Research Board. The program addresses four strategic focus areas: the role
of human behavior in highway safety (Safety); rapid highway renewal (Renewal); improved travel time reliability through congestion reduction (Reliability);
and transportation planning that better integrates community, economic, and
environmental considerations into new highway capacity (Capacity).

.................................................................................

Surface Transportation Improvement Program: A list of transportation projects for which Federal funding will be sought over a three- to five-year period.
It describes transportation improvements to be funded by public funds from all
sources, with a budget for each project. The first year’s transportation projects
are called the annual element. Federal legislation requires that each state develop one multimodal Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) for
all areas of the state.

.................................................................................

The “Green Book”—A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets: An
AASHTO publication that provides the fundamental framework for the design
of roadways and associated features in rural and urban settings.

.................................................................................

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP): A list of transportation projects
for which funding will be sought over a three- to five-year period. It describes
transportation improvements to be funded by public funds from all sources,
with a budget for each project. The first year’s transportation projects are called
the annual element.

.................................................................................

Transportation Plan: A program of action to provide effectively for present and
future demands for movement of people and goods. This program must necessarily include consideration of the various modes of travel.

.................................................................................

Transportation Research Board (of the National Academies of Sciences) (TRB):
The mission of the Transportation Research Board is to provide leadership
in transportation innovation and progress through research and information
exchange, conducted within a setting that is objective, interdisciplinary, and
multimodal.

.................................................................................

35

Transportation System Management (TSM): An emphasis on small physical
improvements and operational efficiencies to the transportation system in order
to positively affect mobility.

.................................................................................

GLOSSARY

Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP): A document that is produced annually by metropolitan planning organizations that describes transportation-related planning activities that will be carried out during the next year.
.................................................................................

Urban Transportation Planning Process: The Federally-required planning
process in urbanized areas aimed at developing programs to meet a region’s
transportation needs through analyzing the existing system and preparing plans
and studies in a comprehensive, continuing, and cooperative manner.

.................................................................................

Urbanized Area (UZA): A geographic area with a population of 50,000 or more
designated by the Census Bureau as having met certain criteria of population
size or density.

.................................................................................

Weigh-in-Motion (WIM): A set of sensors and supporting instruments that
measures the presence of a moving vehicle and the related dynamic tire forces at
specified locations with respect to time; estimates tire loads, speed, axle spacing,
vehicle class according to axle arrangement, and other parameters.

Sources:
AASHTO, Federal Highway Administration, C-SPAN Congressional Glossary,
Northeast-Midwest Institute, Transportation Research Board.
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Webchannel for and about Transportation
Hundreds of original video content on a wide range to transportation issues
available 24/7 at http://transportationtv.org
DAILY
UPDATE

Access AASHTO through Social Media
http://facebook.com/aashtospeaks

http://twitter.com/aashtospeaks
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