
For the latest in Economic 

Recovery News, check out 
AASHTO’s website and see what states  

are doing to get shovels in the ground and work started, and 
how your tax stimulus dollars are being spent. Go to trans- 
portation.org and click on Economic Recovery—Yes We Can!

We can be.
   America, let’s get moving!

AreWeThereYet.transportation.org

Take Action
You can make a difference!

Smart Investment 

 Better Quality of Life; 
Safer Highways;  
More Jobs; and  
Stronger Communities

This is a critical time for the transportation community.  
How quickly and efficiently state and local governments 
respond to the economic recovery program will set the 
stage for the next transportation bill.

Your advocacy is needed!
Become involved and informed! Get the facts at  
AreWeThereYet.transportation.org.

Work through coalitions of like-minded people at the 
state, local, and national levels.

Speak Up about the condition of your roads, your streets, 
your buses.

Sign up for AASHTO’s Weekly Journal or our daily news 
service—delivered right to your inbox.









Smart Investment =  
Better Quality of  

Life for All of Us

“As fundamental as it is to our future, our current transportation system  
is aging, underfunded and inadequate to meet the demands of tomorrow.

“States stand ready to meet the challenges with projects that create jobs 
and bring hope to communities—Projects that not only preserve what we 
already have but expand our horizons to build more transit services as  
well as other options for a more sustainable and greener future.”

— Allen D. Biehler, AASHTO President, Secretary of  
Transportation, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

“Explore all the new ideas that are burgeoning in the transportation  
world—congestion pricing, smart highways, and new rail and airplane 
technologies. When you look into this sector, you see we are on the cusp  
of another transportation revolution.”

— David Brooks, A National Mobility Project, New York Times

“Rebuilding America’s economy depends on strategic investments  
in transportation.”

— Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell

“This is the most perfect time to lay out a plan to rebuild America…”
— California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
444 N. Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 249, Washington, D.C. 20001

www.transportation.org



Are we where we want to be when it comes to our vital transportation system? 
Is it…Reliable? Safe? Energy-efficient? Congestion-free? 

The answer is, “We can be!”

Daily wear and tear on highways and bridges 
require never-ending rounds of rehabilitation, 
resurfacing, and upkeep.

Buses and subway cars age and need to be 
replaced; the roads and rails on which they ride 
require daily inspection and repair.

Cities that have “popped up” since the original 
Interstate System was built 50 years ago need 
better freeway access. 

More people walking and biking mean that trails 
and special lanes are needed as well.

Other factors include:

Aging infrastructure

Years of under-investment

Economic downturn 







How Do We Get There?
AASHTO’s Plan to Take Us There
State transportation officials, working on a bi-partisan basis, have  
hammered out a plan to meet the nation’s future transportation needs.

A new and better transportation program will:

Rebuild aging infrastructure

Reduce congestion

Cut fatalities by half

Double transit ridership

Eliminate bottlenecks for freight

Promote sustainable, green solutions

Finish projects faster

Build smart projects and use smart technologies

















How Much Will It Cost?
It’s time for a greater and smarter investment of 
our transportation dollars.

Investing in transportation creates well-paying, 
“Made-in-America” jobs and produces tangible 
assets—highways, bridges, buses and transit— 
that last for generations.

AASHTO is proposing a federal investment over  
six years of:

$375 billion for highways and bridges

$93 billion for transit

$42 billion for a freight program

$35 billion for intercity passenger rail

Funding can come from a variety of sources, 
including a fee based on the number of miles driven 
each year; taxes on containers, gasoline and sales; 
customs fees; and various freight-related charges.









T he perennial question asked by 
kids on a long car trip is the same 

one all Americans should be asking 
about our entire transportation network:

Through smart investments, we have an opportunity to 

rebuild and reshape our transportation system so that 

it meets the needs we face every day while tackling the 

longer-term demands of a growing nation. Federal high-

way and transit programs are up for renewal this Fall. 

State transportation officials have the plan and the 

know-how to take us there. We’ve got the facts, now 

it’s up to you to make it happen!

Why Aren’t We There Yet?

AreWeThereYet.transportation.org


