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Are We There Yet? That’s the big question that all of us who design, build and manage our nation’s 
transportation infrastructure must ask ourselves every day on behalf of the people we serve: the mil-
lions who rely on those highways, roads, bridges and transit systems every moment of every day.
By “there” I mean, are we at a point where the frustration of congestion that all of us feel becomes an 
experience of the past? 

A point where each of us can set out for work, school or other personal journeys knowing that we will 
get from Point A to Point B in a reasonable and predictably reliable amount of time? 

A point where our system is large and fl exible enough to accommodate the ever-growing use of our 
roads and transit? 

A point where our state agencies are able to keep up with the repairs and renovation that our aging 
roads and bridges need to keep up with the volume of traffi c?
 
A point where we can arrest the chronic problem of congestion before it becomes a crisis or a catas-
trophe?
 
We’re not there yet. 

But to those who despair that they might never see the day when we fi nd a solution to the frustrating 
congestion that so many of us experience, I’m here to say that there is a solution. 
 
It’s time for greater and smarter investment of our transportation dollars.
 
[Some details of revenue-generation proposals and other steps the public and public offi cials can 
support, including references to the economic stimulus.] 
 
Transportation offi cials around the country [or in this state] know that the only way we can win your 
support for these solutions is to continue to invest in ways that are effi cient and accountable; in ways 
that the public can actually see and feel in their communities; and in ways that are achievable through 
a performance-driven, on-time and on-budget construction process.
 
[Offer some examples of projects that have had positive local impacts, that were on-time and on-bud-
get, and talk about the careful planning and budgeting process you went through to bring these proj-
ects to fruition.]
 
No, we’re not there yet, but we can be.

And with your support, sound investment at the federal and state levels, and our joint commitment, 
we will be.

The users of our transportation systems demand it, and they deserve it.




