
SECTION 305 TECH SUB COMM 
MINUTES MAY 20, 2010 3:00PM CONFERENCE CALL 

 

FACILITATOR Mario Bergeron, CMO Amtrak and 305 Technical Subcommittee Chair 

ATTENDEES 

S305 Tech subcommittee core team members : Mario Bergeron Dale Engelhardt, 
Ken Uznanski,  Rob Edgcumbe, Tammy Krause,  Kevin Kesler, Charles Bielitz, Jeff 
Gordon, Michael Coltman,  Brian Marquis, Stan Hunter, Steve Fretwell, Bob Haslam, 
Curtis McDowell,  Jack Madden, jeff Shultz, Tammy Nicholson,  Kevin Lawson, John 
Tunna,  Steve Hewitt,  - Industry representatives reporting in on the call were:  
Jim Breznay, Richard Curtis, Bill Slater, Jitendra Tomar, Kim Gilbert, Jim Wallace, 
Cameron Akins, George Mekosh, Len Baran, Theresa Zemelman, Luc St-laurent, Al 
beiber, Michael weinman, Ken Takeda, Masahiro Watanabe, Takayoshi Ishigami, Troy 
Alvarez, Dave Diaz, Fran nelson, Cliff Woodbury, Craig Prudian, Rich Stegner, Randy 
Wade, Joe Moore, Chuck Wochele, Roger Patton 

ABSENTEES 

Core Team members: Eloy Martinez, Dharm Guruswamy, Gary Fairbanks,  Gil Wilson, 
Allan Paul, Charlie Poltenson, George Weber, John Oimoen, Don Damron, Leonard 
Evans, Tom McOwens, Shayne Gill 

 

DECISIONS MADE 

– It was confirmed that the Core Team Members of the S305 Technical Subcommittee will meet in Chicago on June 

16th (full day) and June 17th (half day).  Ken Uznanski has arranged for a meeting room and will need an 

attendee list provided in advance.  

In response to questions raised by the Locomotive subgroup during their report to the subcommittee, it was 
agreed that the base line car weight to be used will be 170,000 lbs rather than the 200,000 lbs used previously as 

a placeholder estimate.  It was also agreed that the Locomotive subgroup was ok to design for multiple units 

(locomotives) which together could succeed in reaching 125 mph pulling trainsets containing cars at the 

anticipated weights and which would be more flexible than one large locomotive with an estimated 7000 HP 

engine necessary to reach 125 mph with the car weights involved.    

In response to a question of the mechanical subgroup regarding their need to tabulate some clarification 

questions, and where to send them; it was agreed that all such clarification questions should be sent to Tammy 
Krause.   

In discussions during the report of the VTI subgroup, it became increasingly clear that there needs to be close 
coordination with the Interiors subgroup; and it was agreed that the respective team leaders would be in contact 

to discuss that coordination. 

Dale Engelhardt stressed the importance of each subgroup looking at potential opportunities for standardization – 

and should be working towards identifying components for standardization.  The concern is that the subgroups 

not get totally immersed in the technical side and lose sight of fulfilling PRIIA requirements in regards to 

standardization.  

Dale Engelhardt revised the recommendation format that he had previously distributed to the subgroups.  It now 

contains three items rather than five.  Mario Bergeron provided subcommittee members with a “Procedure for 

Developing Specifications”document for review.  As a trial – or test run - the form provided by Dale will be used 
by all of the subgroups, except Structural.  The Structural subgroup will utilze  a Microsoft Word program 

featuring “track changes”  (this format and procedure is described in the Procedure document).  At the conclusion 

of the bi-level specs process – the two formats will be discussed and it will be determined which worked best and 

which should be utilized as the subcommittee moves forward with future specifications.   

 It was agreed that the procedure document should be revised to define Cars subgroup integration role/process.  

Dale and Kevin were to talk about the details of this revision and Dale was to add verbiage on Cars integration in 

the procedure document.  The revised document would be distributed to all subcommittee participants through 
Steve Hewitt. 

It was decided that the complete specifications will be posted for comment by July 22nd.  Deadline for comments 

will be July 26th in order to finalize the specs by the July 31 deadline for completion. 

On a motion by NYSDOT, (Jack Madden) and a second by Dale Engelhardt, the minutes of the May 6th tech 

subcommittee conference call  were approved without exception. 

It was agreed that the next conference call of the technical subcommittee will take place on June 10 th at 3:00pm 

Eastern, and that the calls of the tech subcommittee will be every three weeks thereafter.    

 



Action Items Update (New and Current) 

The states survey of equipment needs has been completed and a matrix of the responses was developed by 

Andrew Wood and distributed to all tech subcommittee core members for their review.  Steve Hewitt was asked to 

talk with Bill Bronte about how the survey results should be addressed at the Board meeting.  There still needs to 

be a background/context/analysis done to support the matrix.    

The VTI subgroup raised the issue of cant efficiency on the previous call and Dale has tasked staff to provide that 

definition.  He will follow up and get the answer as soon as possible and send it out (through Steve Hewitt) to 
subcommittee members.   

 Dale will also follow up on the status of a P2 Force graph that he has asked staff to prepare in answer to 
questions raised by the VTI subgroup on the May 6th call, regarding P2Force. Is dynamic force requirement being 

discussed in other groups?  Is dynamic rail wheel force in the C 21 specs?    

Each of the subgroup leaders had been asked to prepare a Work Plan/work schedule and submit it to Dale 

Engelhardt by COB, April 30th with a CC to Steve Hewitt.  To date not all of the subgroup leaders have submitted 

their work plans and schedule.  Those who have not were asked to please submit them as soon as possible. 

(preferred format is Microsoft Project) 

Subgroup leaders have been asked to review, (with their teams), for future consideration, the IDOT specs which 

were distributed May 3rd by Dale Engelhardt.   (this is ongoing) 

Steve Hewitt will continue to update the industry participation list (May 20 update attached) for distribution. 

Ken Uznanski, Chair of the Car manufacturer’s subgroup, reported that a white paper on issues and the current 

situation regarding the Buy America requirements is being developed.  Ken will have a draft of the white paper 

completed by Friday, May 21, 2010, and will circulate it to Mario, Dale, Kevin Kesler  and Steve Hewitt, and the 

Car subgroup members for initial review .  The intent is that it be ready to be presented at the Executive Board 
meeting on May 26th.  Kevin Kesler will introduce the Buy America topic at the Executive Board meeting and Ken 

will present the white paper via conference call at the Board meeting.  If unable to participate (Jury duty) Ken will 

work with Steve Hewitt to provide an alternate participant.    

The Cars subgroup continues to define its role within the process and Ken asked for some guidance from the 

subcommittee members.  Chris Heald is preparing an integration matrix to be ready in time for the Executive 

Board meeting.   Ken will be reaching out to the other subgroup leaders to gain a better understanding of what 

they are working on and has asked the leaders to send his group information as they have it.  This will keep the 
process moving and improve the integration effort.  

Dale and Kevin to discuss details of developing a Cars integration procedure(s) Dale to draft verbiage to insert in 

the procedures document and the revised document will be sent to Steve Hewitt for distribution.     

Mario provided subgroup leaders with a power point format to be used in providing him with a summary of their 

subgroups activities.  These summary presentations will be included in the Technical subcommittee report to the 

Executive Board.  Summaries are due to Mario, Steve, Dale, Kevin and Eloy by COB 5/24 

As agreed to on the call of April 15th, a guidance document regarding standardization and mudularization was 

prepared by Eloy and distributed to the subcommittee leadership – review and approval of the guidelines and 

distribution to the core team to follow. 

Voting procedures have been developed and distributed to subcommittee leadership. The procedures were 

developed consistent with those of the Executive Board. The voting procedures are being reviewed by Amtrak 

legal and will be distributed shortly for core team member review. 

Kevin Kesler reported that USDOT Deputy Secretary John Porcari will attend a portion of the Executive Board 
meeting.  Steve Hewitt will revise the Executive Board draft agenda to provide a slot on the agenda for Deputy 

Secretary Porcari to address the Board. 

The S305 Technical Subcommittee conference call meeting concluded at approximately 5:30pm Eastern  
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PRIIA Section 305 Tech Sub Committee Meeting 

 
May 20, 2010 

The agenda for the meeting is below: 
 

1. Review meeting        Chair 
 
2. Roll Call for Section 305 Team Members Only    AASHTO/Steve Hewitt 
 
3. Status update from each initiatives: (Each team to provide short  

summary; Time limit 5 mins.)       

 
a. Locomotive Sub group      Steve Fretwell 
b. Mechanical Sub group      Jeff Gordon 
c. Structural Sub group      Eloy Martinez 
d. VTI Sub group       John Tunna 
e. Interior Sub group      Andrew Wood 
f. Electrical Sub group      Tammy Krause 
g. Car Manufacturer      Ken Uznanski 
 

4. To provide detailed progress reports of their teams activities**  Steve Fretwell,  
Jeff Gordon,   

 Eloy Martinez,   
 John Tunna 

 
 

5. Review Updated Format for Break-out Team’s Recommendation  Dale Engelhardt 
(Each idea, once completed, should be submitted to Tammy,  
Greg Gagarin and Dale.) 
 

6. Review this meeting:        AASHTO/Steve Hewitt 
a. Decisions 
b. New Action Items     

 
**Each Team needs to provide detailed progress report either at this meeting, or at June 10 th meeting 

so that all information can be provided to Executive Committee.   

 
 

 
Technical Sub Committee Conference Call Meeting: 

Every Other Thursday 3PM EST:  1-866-209-1307 / passcode 6486648 

Go to meeting invitation link: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/join/608558625 

 
Due to limited time and much to discuss, 

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/join/608558625


Please call in a few minutes early so all is in attendance for Roll Call.  
 

 

305 Technical Sub-Committee – Industry Participants:  As of May 21, 2010 
Form Received and/or participated in subgroups at the April 22 meeting in Chicago 
Richard M. Stegner. Jr. P.E.  Motive Power – 208 – 890 7696 - rstegner@wabtec.com 
Rick Birlz  - Motive Power – Rbirlz@wabtec.com 
Len Baran – GE Transportation – 814 – 875  2769 – len.baran@ge.com 
Matt Lawler – Columbus Castings – 614 – 445 2066 – mlawler@columbuscastings.com 
Kim Gilbert – Columbus Castings – ktgilbert@columbuscastings.com 
Antonio Garcia Ricos – Vossloh Rail Vehicles - +34.96.1415158 – Antonio.garcia-ricos@ve.vossloh.com 
Boris Homenock - Vosslah – 815 609 2948 – bmhomenock@ix.netcom.com 
Lee S. Olson – Parsons Brinckerhoff – 404 364 2678 – olson@pbworld.com 
Phil Pasterak – Parsons Brinckerhoff – 312 803 6539 – pasterak@pbworld.com 
Art Peterson, PB Americas  – 312 803 6508 - petersonA@pbworld.com 
Joshua D. Coran – Talgo, Inc (USA) – 206 – 748 6140 x 3 – jcoran@talgo-inc.com 
Armin Kick  - Siemens Industry, Inc Mobility Div. – 916 – 681 3132 – armin.kick@siemens.com 
Paul Winkler – Siemens Industry, Inc. Mobility Div. +43-5-1707-41690 – paul.a.winkler@siemens.com 
George Long – Siemens Industry, Inc – 916 681 3273 – George.long@siemens.com 
Glenn Gough – Siemens Industry, Inc – 916 681 3273 – glenn.gough@siemens.com 
Michael Latour – Siemens Industry Inc -  +49 9131 21960 -  Michael.Latour@siemens.com 
Virginia Verdeja – CAF USA – 202 – 326 7401 – Virginia.verdeja@cafusa.com 
Jitendra S. Tomar – CAF USA, Inc.- 484 264 2579 – tomar@cafusa.com 
Olatz Bastida – CAF USA, Inc. – Olatz.bastida@cafusa.com 
Raul V. Bravo – Raul V. Bravo + Associates, Inc. – 703 – 326 9092 – Raulbravo@rvba.com 
Jim Thompson – Whiting Corporation – 708  587  2222 – JTHOMPSO@whitingcorp.com 
Brian Shapiro – Whiting Corporation - 708 587 2030 – bshapiro@whitingcorp.com 
Rick De Bella – Megger – 856 – 232 1172 – rick.debella@megger.com 
Paul Jamieson – Wabtec – 864 433 6451 – pjamieson@wabtec.com 
William Slater – Wabtec Passenger Transit – 302 602 2545 – Wslater@wabtec.com 
William Saddler – Wabtec – wsaddler@wabtec.com 
Dean Chiappini – Vapor Stone Rail Systems – 514 335 7708 – dchiappini@wabtec.com 
Kevin Sudano – Microphor /Wabtec – 818 – 610 3380 – ksudano@wabtec.com 
Tony Jones – Voith Turbo Inc. - +49 174 378 5039 –  tony.jones@voith.com 
Kevin Simms –  Voith Turbo, Inc - Kevin.simms@voith.com 
Ken Takeda – Kawasaki Rail Car, Inc – 914 376 4715 – takeda@kawasakirailcar.com 
Shinichiro Ohta – Kawasaki Rail Car, Inc – 914 376 4715 – ohta_sh@khi.co.jp 
Tak Ishigami – Kawasaki Rail Car, inc. -  914 376 4715 – Ishigami@kawasakirailcar.com 
Tom Hunt – Nippon Sharyo USA, Inc. – 847 228 2700 x101 – hunt@nipponsharyo.com 
Richard Vadnal – Nippon Sharyo, USA Inc. – 847 228 2700 x108 – vadnal@nipponsharyo.com 
Toshi Hasegawa – KPS N.A.,Inc. – 914 593 0037 – thasegawa@kpsna.com 
William X Lydon, Jr. – Southern California Regional Rail Authority – lydonb@scrra.net 
Nathan R. Heisler – Bradken – 281 – 232 8490 – nheisler@bradken.com 
Deep Satsangi – Bradken – 913 360 2637 – dsatsangi@bradken.com 
Wolf Reimann – Bradken – 913 367 2121 Ext 507 – wreimann@bradken.com 
Joel McNeil – Brookville Equipment Corp. – 814 – 849 2000 – j_mcneil@brookvilleequipment.com 
Gene Germaine – Kustom Seating Unlimited, Inc.  708 547 7000 x 238 – ggermaine@kustomseating.com 
Allen C. Bieber – STV Inc. – 814 825 5558 – abieber@velocity.net 
Norman A. Forde – STV Inc. – 215 307 5254 – norman.forde@stvinc.com 
Joe Quigley – Alstom Transportation – 484 225 5081 – Joe.Quigley@transport.alstom.com 
Dave Ward – Alstom Transportation – 607 281 2676 – dave.ward@transport.alstom.com 
Chuck Wochele – Alstom Transportation – 610 212 1830 – chuck.wochele@transport.alstom.com 
George Creighton – Trinity Rail – 214 589 8982 – George.creighton@trin.net 
Gregory Gerardi - SKF USA – 804 403 3960 – Gregory.w.gerardi@SKF.com 
George P. Barr – SKF – 804 403 3960 – George.p.barr@skf.com 
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Eric Wilde – American Association of Private Railway Car Owners  781 551 0153 – ewilde@gntrains.com 
Rodney McGhee  – TIMKEN – 734 812 6137 – Rodney.mcghee@timken.com 
Craig Prudian – Electro-Motive Diesel, Inc. – 708 387 6767 – craig.r.prudian@emdiesels.com 
David Tennent – The Seneca Group – 202 783 5861 – tennent@seneca-llc.com 
Met Dalipi – Graham - White Manufacturing, Inc – 917 595 0888 – mdalipi@grahamwhite.com 
Mark lane – Graham-White Manufacturing, Inc. – 917 595 0888 – mlane@grahamwhite.com 
Jim Breznay – US Railcar /Amer Rail Car.Jnt Venture – 636 940 6027 – jbreznay@americanrailcar.com 
Joe Moore – Smith Systems Inc. – 828 884 3490 – mojo2@mindspring.com 
Claire Smith – Smith Systems, Inc. – 828 884 3490 – Claire@smith-systems-inc.com 
William Smith – Smith Systems, Inc. – 828 884 3490 – bill@smith-systems-inc.com 
Al Mincarelli – Hyundai Rotem USA Corporation – 215 952 -3603 – amincarelli@rotemusa.com 
Robert Highfill –  Jacobs - 925 212 4288 – Robert.highfill@jacobs.com 
Randy Wade – HNTB Corporation – 608 294 5022 – rwade@hntb.com 
James Michel – HNTB 703 253 5878 – jmichel@hntb.com 
Phillip M Strong – P S Consulting – 631 281 6836 – PStrong369@aol.com 
Joe Gaqliardino – McConway & Torley, LLC – 412 682 4700 x21520 – joe.gagliardino@trin.net 
E Roger Patton – McConway & Torley, LLC – 412 688 1508 – roger.patton@trin.net 
Larry Kelterborn – Interfleet Technology – 905 577 1052 – kelterborn.l@interfleetinc.com 
Chris Heald – Interfleet Technology – 917 561 0671 – heald.c@interfleetinc.com 
Nigel Davies – Interfleet Technology – 215 834 4067 – davies.n@interfleetinc.com 
Mark Kaidy – Knorr Brake Corp. – 410 875 1461 – mark.kaidy@knorrbrakecorp.com 
Patrick Tully – Knorr Brake Corp. – 410 875 1427 - Patrick.Tully@knorrbrakecorp.com 
Cameron Akins – MERAK N.A. – 410 875 1482 - Cameron.Akins@knorrbrakecorp.com 
Manfred Palmetshofer – IFE Door Systems– 410 875 1478 - Manfred.Palmetshofer@knorrbrakecorp.com 
Nicolas Lessard – Bombardier – nicolas.lessard@ca.transport.bombardier.com 
Eric Labonville  - Bombardier – eric.labonville@ca.transport.bombardier.com 
Andre Gagne – Bombardier – 418 863 7248 - andre.gagne@ca.transport.bombardier.com 
Michel Moreau – Bombardier – Michel.moreau@ca.transport.bombardier.com 
George Mekosh – Bombardier – George.Mekosh@us.transport.bombardier.com 
Paul Larouche – Bombardier – Paul.larouche@ca.transport.bombardier.com 
Luc St-Laurent – Bombardier – Luc.St-Laurent@ca.transport.bombardier.com 
Hugues Gregoire – Bombardier – Hugues.gregoire@ca.transport.bombardier.com 
Mario Raymond – Bombardier – Mario.Raymond@ca.transport.bombardier.com 
Jack Martinson – Bombardier – 484 653 9187 – jack.martinson@us.transport.bombardier.com 
David Diaz – LTK – 215 641 8868 – ddiaz@ltk.com 
Cliff Woodbury – LTK – cwoodbury@ltk.com 
Fran Nelson – LTK – fnelson@ltk.com 
Jim Coston – Corridor Capital, LLC – 312 205 1000 – jc@ccrail.com 
Fritz Plous – Corridor Capital, LLC  - 812 205 1060 - fp@ccrail.com 
Scott Braverman – Corridor Capital, LLC – sb@ccrail.com 
Steven Unger  - American Rail Car – 636 940 6044 – sunger@americanrailcar.com 
Kevin Casey – Amtrak – 215 349 4681 – CaseyK@amtrak.com 
Greg Gagarig – Amtrak – Gagarig@Amtrak.com 
Dick Hoffman – Amtrak – hoffmar@amtrak.com 
Patrick Merrill – Amtrak – Patrick.merrill@amtrak.com 
Christopher Riley – Cummins –  812 347 8191 - Christopher.riley@cummins.com 
John Atkinson – National Railway Equipment Co. – jatkinson@nationalrailway.com 
Dave Scott – David Scott Consulting –  815 464 9182 - david@davidscottconsulting.com 
Hats Kageyama – Sojitz Corp. of America – kageyama.hatsuhiko@sky.sojitz.com 
Yasuyuki Kudo – Japan International Transport Institute – kudo@jterc.or.jp 
John Hanrahan – SEPSA – john.hanrahan@sepsa.es 
Michael Weinman – PTSI Transport – ptsitransport@aol.com 
Claudio Bravo – RVB LA – 703 623 5876 or 703 326 0992 – claudiobravo@rvba.com 
Theresa Zemelman – RVBA – theresazemelman@rvba.com 
Larry Bertolini – RVBA – larrybertolini@rvba.com 
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Don Riach – SCS – 269 651 8252 – ????? 
Anand Prabhakaran – Sharma and Associates  -708 588 9871 ext 202 anand@sharma-associates.com 
Kathy Waters – APTA – kwaters@apta.com 
Lou Sanders – APTA – lsanders@apta.com 
Dan Blasko – Timken – 330 471 2347 – Daniel.blasko@timken.com 
Richard D. Curtis – Curtis Engineering Consulting Services – 219 838 2045 – curtisengr@aol.com 
Joel Huting – Metro Transit/Northstar Commuter Rail – 612 349 7598 – joel.huting@metc.state.mn.us 
Christopher Anderson - Metro Transit/Northstar– 612 349 7082–Christopher.anderson@metc.state.mn.us 
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