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INFORMATION ON NOMINEE: 

Last Name:  Jones First Name:  Stephen M. Date:  August 15, 2018 

Email:  Stephen.M.Jones@illinois.gov Position Title:  Mixtures Control Engineer 

Department:  Materials, IDOT District 1 Phone:  847 705 4363 

Street Address:  201 W. Center Court City:  Schaumburg State:  Illinois Zipcode:  60196 

AASHTO Committee Membership (optional) Click here to enter text. 

 

NOMINATOR INFORMATION: 
Last Name:  Houston First Name:  George Date:  August 15, 2018 

Email:  George.houston@illinois.gov Position Title:  Materials Engineer 

Department:  Department of Transportation, District 1, Materials Phone:  847 705 4361 

Street Address:  201 W. Center 
Court 

City:  Schaumburg State:  Illinois Zipcode:  60196 

Endorsement of Member Department Secretary/Director: 

 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Using a maximum of 2 additional single-sided pages, please provide reasoning as to why this individual 
should be selected as the Transportation Vanguard Award recipient.  Please include as much specific 
information about the candidate as possible, including special projects, personal attributes, dedication, etc. 
 
Send nominations by Friday August 17, 2018, via e-mail to pngethe@aashto.org. Nominations must 
be submitted as a single file in MS Word/PDF format usingTVA2018_Nomination_Nominee_Name.doc 
as the file name. 

mailto:pngethe@aashto.org


Throughout his time with the Illinois Department of Transportation, much of it in the District 1 Bureau of 
Materials, Stephen M. Jones has distinguished himself as an agent of change. 
 
Consistently at the forefront of new developments and technologies, Steve’s accomplishments range 
from helping to shape statewide policy and obtain elite AASHTO lab accreditation to introducing 
emerging technology to IDOT. 
 
In his role in District 1, which encompasses Chicago and Cook County as well as the five collar counties 
and represents the largest transportation hub in the Midwest, Steve commonly manages tight project 
schedules and material supply for as many as 300 ongoing and annual projects. He has also 
collaborated with statewide working groups to help shape policies and approaches to specifying and 
accepting paving materials on IDOT and local agency projects. 
 
Steve directs the management of the District 1 materials lab in Schaumburg, the highest-volume hot-mix 
asphalt testing facility in the country, and successfully spearheaded an effort to gain AASHTO 
accreditation of the lab. Accreditation is the culmination of eight months of hard work and identifies the 
team as a leader in the materials testing field, both in Illinois and internationally. AASHTO is the largest 
and most widely accepted accrediting body in the construction materials industry. Accreditation means a 
lab conforms to rigorous standards and produces high-confidence test results, which is important to 
IDOT as it directly impacts payment incentives or deductions for work done by outside contractors. 
 
Steve has also been a change agent in bringing new technology to IDOT. For instance, through the use 
of automatic extraction equipment, Steve’s evaluation of the district’s mixtures for correction factors has 
resulted in faster turnaround of meaningful and accurate test information. Use of the equipment has also 
reduced operator exposure to harmful chemical solvents.  
 
In addition, Steve initiated the district’s evaluation of the super air meter to gauge effective air content of 
concrete used in the district. The equipment shows great promise in better characterizing the 
effectiveness of air void systems for freeze-thaw durability when compared to the current method of 
testing.  
 
Steve’s record of innovation and excellence marks him as a leader in the field of transportation. We are 
proud to nominate him for the Transportation Vanguard Award.  
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