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I am honored to nominate Tim Sexton for AASHTO’s 2018 Transportation Vanguard Award.  

Tim is the assistant director in Minnesota Department of Transportation’s Office of Environmental Stewardship. 
He has a passion and enthusiasm for improving the quality of our climate, air quality and overall sustainability. 
MnDOT and the state of Minnesota are moving forward in the areas of climate mitigation, climate adaptation, 
resource efficiency, chloride reduction and pollinator habitat thanks to his tireless efforts. 

Tim’s leadership in the area of sustainability led to the agency’s first Sustainability Report. This document 
establishes baseline measurements and ambitious goals for improving the sustainability of agency operations 
such as recycling, water use, salt reduction, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the agency’s fleet and 
facilities, construction program and transportation sector as a whole. As a result of his dedication, MnDOT 
became the first DOT in the country to adopt greenhouse gas targets across all business lines.  

The 2017 MnDOT Sustainability Report is the first annual update and describes specific strategies and tactics 
MnDOT will use to meet the sustainability goals established in 2016. Led by Tim’s experience and commitment, 
having these clearly stated and published targets, helped unlock internal agency talent by giving staff across the 
agency permission to propose creative and cost-effective strategies. Several strategies are under way, including 
the “Temperature Set Point Standards” that is expected to save MnDOT $400,000 annually in energy costs by 
adjusting temperatures in agency facilities. These temperature set points are now the standard at MnDOT. 

Tim also is the champion for multiple innovative solar initiatives at MnDOT and he’s currently involved with 
agency efforts to procure community solar projects totaling more than 1 Megawatt of renewable energy. His 
efforts to explore on-site solar energy development will ultimately lead MnDOT to meeting its energy needs, 
reducing long-term operational costs and lowering emissions.  

Tim demonstrates public sector leadership in efforts to increase electric vehicles in Minnesota. He works closely 
with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) to develop strategies to reach this goal. Most recently, he 
helped identify priority corridors for the MPCA’s RFP on electric charging infrastructure in the state.  

He chairs the MnDOT senior leadership-led Sustainable Transportation Steering Committee to direct agency 
sustainability efforts. He also created and leads the Transportation Pooled Fund and the Carbon Infrastructure 
Estimator Pooled Fund.  

On a statewide level, he led a five-state coalition to apply for the I-94 Zero Emission Corridor designation, which 
led to Minnesota becoming the first state in the U.S. which is adopting and installing signage to designate the 
corridor as a Zero Emission Corridor (now called the Great Lakes Zero Emission Corridor.) 

Tim is a member of the state’s Interagency Climate Adaption Team and the Interagency Energy and Climate Team. 
He also serves on Transportation Research Board (TRB) committees about climate change, transportation and 
sustainability and air quality. He either chaired or served as a panel member on more than 10 National 
Cooperative Highway Research Program projects, many of which were related to sustainability. His expertise is 
greatly valued throughout the transportation industry.   

Tim also serves on the Enhanced Minnesota EV Readiness Team to help increase the purchase and use of electric 
vehicles in the state, particularly among multifamily and mixed use commercial tenants. 

Tim has chaired AASHTO’s Air Quality, Energy and Climate Solutions subcommittee. He also serves on the AASHTO 
Committee on Environment and Sustainability as a Steering Committee Member, and the AASHTO Transportation 
Systems Security and Resilience Committee. 



Tim successfully led coordination with 13 states to support federal greenhouse gas emissions performance 
measures. He advised the Obama administration in the creation of a federal transportation program to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from transportation. 

Tim brings a wealth of knowledge and previous experience to MnDOT. While working at the Washington DOT, he 
co-authored the state’s first guidance document for incorporating greenhouse gas emissions and climate 
adaptation in the states National Environmental Policy Act documents. He co-authored the agency’s first 
sustainability report and supported efforts at Washington DOT, to convert highway lighting to LED and to add 
electric vehicles to agency fleet. He created financial and emissions models for converting the state ferry fleet 
from diesel to natural gas. 

MnDOT Commissioner Charlie Zelle said Tim is clearly committed to making a difference at MnDOT. 

“Tim’s successful and innovative work in the area of sustainability in transportation will propel Minnesota and 
MnDOT to the forefront in the all-important area of sustainability,” he said. “One of our strategic goals is to 
demonstrate operational excellence by efficient use of public resources, which is directly related to reducing 
energy use and lower energy bills. We’re fortunate that Tim’s work at MnDOT is paving the way in helping us 
reach that goal and more.” 

 

Lynn Clarkowski 
Director, Office of Environmental Stewardship 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 

 


