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The Utah Department of Transportation would like to nominate Christopher Hall as the recipient 

of the Transportation Vanguard Award for 2018.  Chris Hall has worked for the Department for nearly 11 

years.  During this time he has excelled in all the positions he has held including time as a Roadway 

Design Engineer and Field Engineer.  However, during the past 2 years, Chris has worked as Project 

Manager where his attributes and performance skills have been showcased in his commitment to 

excellence for the Department.   

Chris was assigned to several high profile reconstruct projects in Washington County, one of the 

fastest growing small urban areas in the nation.  His combined experience in executing projects from 

concept through design and construction were of great value in assuming responsibility for a major 

reconstruction project on St. George’s Bluff Street which migrated from a CMGC to a Design, Bid, Build 

process and included lidar utility mapping, the combining of two separately stationed consultant plan sets 

as well as additional interactive mapping for public information.  He has also fielded associated TV media 

on several occasions with poise.   

Chris’ proactive leadership on the recently constructed SR-9; Rockville to Zion National Park 

project exemplifies his commitment to innovative solutions through collaborative processes.  The initial 

scope was limited to reconstructing the roadway from lip of gutter to lip of gutter on SR-9, the Town of 

Springdale’s Main Street, and the main gateway into Zion National Park, where attendance has grown 

dramatically during the last several years.  More than 4.6 million visitors passed through this project last 

year.  Coordinating off-peak construction seasons added complexity.  Chris brought together state, local, 

private, public and national park entities in order to ensure that all needs were carefully considered.  Chris 

is a very thoughtful, steady, and polite public servant.  He listened to these concerns and knew that the 

project needed to address more than roadway.  Through the design process, he collaborated with all 

entities.  Through a series of business stakeholder workshops and public open houses and by leveraging 

the ideas of a professional economic development consultant brought in by the town and state, Chris 

innovatively moved the discourse toward multiple modes of transportation, parking and mobility 



optimization.  Chris also ensured environmental and historical needs were addressed correctly and in a 

timely manner.   

Chris exemplified his commitment to excellence in integrated transportation by managing his team 

to incorporate various modes of transportation needed on the corridor.  Final design reflected the local, 

commuter and seasonal traffic needs.  Zion National Park runs on a shuttle system that extends within the 

city limits of Springdale.  Enhancements for bus ingress and egress were made.  Washington County is a 

very active area capitalizing on the outdoor industry.  Active Transportation is a huge initiative in this 

county as well as with the Department.  Listening and gaining understanding of the needs of the cyclists 

and pedestrians in the corridor, Chris’ dedication led the effort to integrate bike lanes and six-to-eight-foot 

wide sidewalks in the city of Springdale.  The original scope of the project ran from neighboring town 

Rockville to Zion National Park.  The first 2.9 miles were just a rehabilitation of the existing roadway 

surface.  This segment was parsed into a separate project so that total construction delay could be reduced 

and done during the nonpeak times of the year.  This separate project also addressed the needs of the 

cycling community by widening the shoulders for safe travel out of the vehicular travel lanes.   This was 

all done with Chris’s leadership and vision.    

Chris has demonstrated excellence in leadership, innovation and collaboration in his young career.  

He loves the challenges that come his way, has a great demeanor and is so approachable by all outside 

entities.  He enjoys family and paddle-boarding on the lake.  We as a Department thank you for your 

consideration of Christopher Hall for this prestigious award. 




