
2025 Annual AASHTO Product Evaluation & Audit Solutions Meeting 
Connecticut Convention Center – Hartford, CT 

Asphalt Release Agents (ARA) 
Technical Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
Working Session # 9 

Wednesday, June 11th, 2025 10:00AM – 11:00AM

1) 10:00AM-10:05AM: Call to Order

2) 10:05AM-10:10AM: Introductions & Review of Membership

• Chair- Brian Hill
• Vice Chair- Dawn Bickford

3) 10:10AM-10:15AM: Brief Summary of the Technical Committee
• Brian clarified that the ARA program is strictly for evaluation purposes only,

not for certification or approval.
• He highlighted the three primary documents guiding the program:

o The ARA Workplan
o AASHTO T 383
o The ARA User Guide

• He provided an overview of the ARA Technical Committee Workplan,
outlining its structure and objectives.

• Brian also discussed AASHTO T 383-23, which includes:
o The Gravimetric Asphalt Stripping Test
o The Asphalt Pull-Off Test
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4) 10:15AM-10:30AM: Discussion Question & State Program Usage 

 
State DOT Feedback on Asphalt Release Agent Oversight: 

• Maine (Dawn): Facing challenges managing the program. 
• General Comment: States can track formulation changes to catch modifications. 
• Some DOTs: Use FTIR testing on field samples for quality control. 
• Arizonia & Delaware: Contractors are responsible; no field sampling by the agency. 
• Wisconsin & Alabama: Responsibility is on contractors/vendors; Wisconsin requires 

contact within two weeks to stay on the QPL. 
• South Carolina: Contractors must notify the agency; QPLs have expiration dates. 

 
State Program USAGE 

• Maine DOT: Uses test data to build its qualified supplier list. Due to limited lab 
capabilities, they rely on external ARA test data and do not proceed with suppliers 
lacking it. 

• Delaware DOT: Over the past two years, has required products to be submitted to PEAS 
for testing. Products are approved once they meet internal specs and receive a PEAS 
number. 

• Illinois DOT: Requests samples and SES (Supplier Evaluation Sheets) from vendors, 
then compares them with their own testing results. 

 
TC Chair Update – Proposed Workplan Changes (with Keegan): 
The proposed updates to the Workplan were presented during the meeting and will be 
moving to ballot. Key highlights include: 
• Expanded Document Requirements 
• Infrared Spectrum (IR): Must be submitted with the application and performed within the 

last 6 months. 
• Flash Point Test Report: Same 6-month requirement as IR. 
• Technical Literature: Product names must match the name provided in the application. 
• Resubmittal Language: Clarified for consistency. 
• Balloting Timeline: The updated Workplan is expected to be released for voting during 

the week of June 23rd. 
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5) 10:30AM-10:40AM: Review Action Items 
TC Chair – Action Items Recap: 

• Add User Guide discussion to future agenda 
• Develop a mechanism to understand state use of pull-off tests –  

 Deleting this action item moving forward because the pull-off test will not be 
removed. 

• Update Workplan on the website 
• Draft and discuss potential changes to T 383 on next call –  

 Deleting this action item moving forward because the pull-off test will not be 
removed. 

• Add Google Analytics discussion to next meeting agenda 
• Include NC State research findings in next agenda  
• ACTION ITEM: Chair will reach out to North Carolina DOT to discuss research 

project before the next meeting. 
 

6) 10:40AM-10:45AM: DataMine Items 
DataMine Updates (Presented by Katheryn): 

• Upgraded to .NET 8 Framework 
• Now mobile/tablet friendly 
• Fully rebranded as AASHTO Product Evaluation & Audit Solutions 
• New Invoice Contact Management feature for streamlined billing 
• Enhancements to eApp existing documents 

 
7) 10:45AM-10:55AM: Industry Thoughts/Concerns 

 
8) 10:55AM-11:00AM: Open Discussion 
 
 

**Session will end promptly at 11:00AM to allow for the next session to begin on time** 
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Call to Order
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Introductions
&

Review of Current Technical 
Committee Members
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Technical Committee Leadership
• Chair – Brian Hill (Illinois DOT)

• Vice Chair – Dawn Bickford (Maine DOT)

• Product Evaluation & Audit Solutions Liaison – Keegan Visser

• Testing Laboratory – PRI Asphalt Technologies
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Technical Committee Members

https://transportation.org/product-evaluation-and-audit-solutions/technical-committees/asphalt-release-agents-ara/

Collins, Tony North Carolina Department of Transportation Jasper, Maggie Massachusetts Department of Transportation
Sandoval-Gil, Jesus Arizona Department of Transportation Vivanco, David Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Lee, Derek Massachusetts Department of Transportation Warfel, William Illinois Department of Transportation
Mailhot, Gary New Hampshire Department of Transportation Rizos, Linette Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Davis, Jason Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development Gill, Justin North Carolina Department of Transportation
Lane, Danny Tennessee Department of Transportation Armstead, William Alabama Department of Transportation
Ingram, Steven Alabama Department of Transportation Lamberson, Julie Missouri Department of Transportation
Paye, Barry Wisconsin Department of Transportation Blair, Joseph New Hampshire Department of Transportation
Short, Temple South Carolina Department of Transportation Duman, Christopher Oregon Department of Transportation
Mathieu, Ethan New Hampshire Department of Transportation Karki, Pravat Texas Department of Transportation
Lemmel, Shea South Dakota Department of Transportation Mance, Michael West Virginia Department of Transportation
Huggins, Daniel Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development Khalil, Stephanos Massachusetts Department of Transportation
Schafer, Mark Delaware Department of Transportation Landrith, Amber Nevada Department of Transportation
Romero, Matt Oklahoma Department of Transportation Senger, Kelly Illinois Department of Transportation
Buss, Ashley Iowa Department of Transportation Popham, Allen Compound Technologies, Inc.
Bennett, Todd Missouri Department of Transportation Fogg, David R & D Asphalt Products LLC
Herrick, Dennis New Hampshire Department of Transportation Henke, Chris BG Chemical
Bandoh, Alexander Georgia Department of Transportation
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Summary of the
 Technical Committee
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Primary Documents
• ARA Workplan

• AASHTO T 383

• User Guide
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ARA Technical Committee Workplan

• Details ARA Manufacturer Documentation Requirements

• Provides ARA Evaluation & Reporting Timeline

• Outlines ARA Laboratory Test Protocols
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ARA AASHTO Standard (T 383-23)

9

• Gravimetric Asphalt Stripping Test

• Asphalt Pull-Off Test

• Chemical Tests
• Flashpoint
• ATR-FTIR
• Percent Solids
• Specific Gravity
• pH

AASHTO T 383 Fig. 2 – No Visual Discoloration

AASHTO T 383 Fig. 8 – Significant Discoloration



User Guide

• Discusses Key Aspects & Terminology of ARA Program

• Includes Examples of TxDOT Specification & Material Product List and 
IDOT Field Sample Evaluation

• Includes IDOT ATR-FTIR Spectroscopy & Comparison Procedure
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Discussion Question
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Discussion

How is your state tracking products submitted sooner 
than the 5-year requirement?
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State Program Usage

Maine DOT
&

Delaware DOT
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Proposed Workplan Updates

Keegan Visser
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• More thoroughly establishes the 
requirements for the documents 
submitted with a product application

• Eliminates any 
questions/comments/concerns by 
solidifying it in the Work Plan 

• Speed up application review by clearly 
defining the expectations

Expanded Document 
Requirements
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Expanded Document Requirements
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Expanded Document Requirements
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Expanded Document Requirements
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Resubmittal Language 

• More easily determine when a resubmittal is due by basing it off the year in the 
DataMine number 

• Eliminates the need to review product report dates within the induvial 
product pages

• More easily see which products need to be removed from the list for non-
compliance

• Example: ARA-2025-01-001 would be due for resubmittal by the end of 
calendar year 2030. If it is not, it’ll be withdrawn in DataMine

• Clarify that it is the manufacturer's responsibility to track their own products.
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Resubmittal Language 
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Balloting Work Plan Changes 

Planning to release the ballot to vote on 
the changes during the week of June 23rd.
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Review of Action Items
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Review of Action Items
• Action Item #1: Add User Guide discussion/work to next quarterly agenda
• Action Item #2: Create mechanism to determine why states that use pull 

off test are using it
• Action Item #3: WP needs to be updated on the site
• Action Item #4: Potential changes to T 383 to be drafted and discussed on 

next call
• Action Item #5: Add Google analytics discussion to next meeting agenda
• Action Item #6: Add NC State research findings to next agenda (Research 

Project #2020-15)
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DataMine
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ARA TC Applications & Products
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ARA DataMine Yearly Statistics
Accessed on 06/04/2025



Industry 
Thoughts/Concerns
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Open Discussion
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Thank You for Your 
Participation!

Next Quarterly Meeting
08/19/2025 at 11AM EST
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ARA Work Plan Updates 
2025



• More thoroughly establishes the 
requirements for the documents 
submitted with a product application

• Eliminates any 
questions/comments/concerns by 
solidifying it in the Work Plan 

• Speed up application review by clearly 
defining the expectations

Expanded Document 
Requirements
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Requirements



Expanded Document 
Requirements



Expanded Document 
Requirements



Resubmittal Language 
• More easily determine when a resubmittal is due by basing it off the year in the 

DataMine number 
• Eliminates the need to review product report dates within the induvial 

product pages
• More easily see which products need to be removed from the list for non-

compliance
• Example: ARA-2025-01-001 would be due for resubmittal by the end of 

calendar year 2030. If it is not, it’ll be withdrawn in DataMine

• Clarify that it is the manufacturer's responsibility to track their own products.



Resubmittal Language 



Balloting Work Plan Changes 

Planning to release the ballot to vote on 
the changes during the week of June 23rd.



Asphalt Release Agents (ARA) 

Technical Committee 

Attendance 
June 11, 2025 

First Name Last Name Employer 
Andrew  Thaxton  WV DOT 
Todd Bennett Modot 
Dan Brayack WVDOH 
Steven  Ingram  ALDOT  
Dawn Bickford MaineDOT  
Brian Hill Illinois DOT 
Trey Summers Illinois Department of Transportation  
Kelly Montoya  NMDOT  
Barry Paye Wisconsin DOT 
Kelly Senger  ILDOT 
Jesus Sandoval-Gil ADOT 
Merrill Zwanka SCDOT 
Brian Hunter NCDOT 
Pravat Karki TxDOT 
Laura Fernwood  Vermont aot  
Douglas Miller MS DOT 
Temple K Short SCDOT  
Darin  Hodges  SDDOT  
Mark Schafer Delaware Department of Transportation  
Daniel Huggins Ladotd 
Leonard Vader MoDOT 
Jerry Blakeslee DelDOT 
Tammy  Jernigan  ARDOT  
Ryan Lynch Resinall 
Drew Waldrop ALDOT 
Randy Boysen Montana DOT 
Amber Landrith Nevada Dept of Transportation 
Daniel Miller Ohio Department of Transportation  
Jerry McMahan Vermont AOT 
Cynthia Pearson Ardot 
Philip Peloquin Vermont Agency of Transportation 



Allen  Gallistel  MnDOT  
Eric Frempong  Maryland State Highway Administration 
Scott  Bickford  Mainedot  
Michael Mellons Tennessee DOT 
William Real W L Real Consulting 
Matt Schulz Vt Agency of Transportation  
Colin O'Brien MassDOT  
Ian Gow MassDOT 
Jeff  De Vries  Iowa DOT 

Timothy  Ramirez  Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation  

Scott Nussbaum Utah Department of Transportation 
Robert  Conway FHWA 
Ashley Buss Iowa DOT 

Timothy  Ramirez  Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation  

Robert  Conway FHWA 
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