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Detectable Warning Systems (DWS)
Technical Committee
Meeting Minutes

Working Session # 4
Tuesday, June 10%, 2025 8:30AM — 9:30AM

1) 8:30AM-8:35AM: Call to Order and Introduction
a) Announcement of future poll to states: Most critical/most valuable test
methods in the Workplan

e The Chair provided an overview of the program, explaining the
testing is conducted in accordance with ADA standards, focused
on evaluating materials—not auditing.

e The Chair welcomed the new technical committee Vice-Chair,
Terri Hansen, ldaho Transportation Department. Terri expressed
enthusiasm about joining the committee.

e Beezy Benton, Director of Research for the Accessible Design for
the Blind, was introduced to address safety for visually impaired
pedestrians, especially around truncated domes and shared
pathways with cyclists and traffic.
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2) 8:35AM — 9:25AM: Presentation on TWD and TDI Devices (40 min
presentation, 10 min Q/A & discussion)

e As Director of Research at Accessible Design for the Blind, Dr.
Bentzen shared efforts to improve accessibility and safety for blind
pedestrians through inclusive design.

e Dr. Bentzen, highlighted tools that enhance navigation for blind
pedestrians. She discussed:

o Tactile Walking Surface Indicators (TWSI): is the umbrella
term encompassing all tactile devices

o Tactile Warning Delineators (TWD): Surfaces that alert users
to hazards.

= Dr. Bentzen discussed research found that a raised
trapezoid was as detectable to people with vision
disabilities as DWS

o Detectable Warning Surfaces (DWS): Textured ground
surfaces indicating transitions.

o Tactile Direction Indicators (TDI): Directional bars that blind
individuals can follow using a specific technique, which Dr.
Bentzen demonstrated by following a TDI Path. Other
examples include:

» Intersection Path Junctions

PRODUCT 2025 Annual AASHTO Product Evaluation & Audit Solutions Meeting
EVALUATION Connecticut Convention Center — Hartford, CT

& AUDIT

SSSSSSSSS



June 8th—12th
&% in Hartford, CT

q

;
Connecticut

Convention
Center

AASHIO

1 PRODUCT—
EVALUATION
& AUDIT-

SOLUTIONS

PAO 2. J‘-.NMU IEETING

= Bicycle ramps
= Sidewalk Alert Bars & Transit Door Location Bars
= Alignment Bars-
e orient bars perpendicular to direction of travel
across cross walk.

e Katheryn Malusky (AASHTO) expressed her sincere appreciation
and respect for those who are physically disabled and have to rely
on the infrastructure to get around safely. State DOTs need to
place a high priority on making sure these resources are in place.

e Dr. Bentzen noted that manufacturers are improving in clearly
explaining how their products should be used. She highlighted that
the PROWAG (Public Rights-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines)
provides detailed guidance on the proper installation of warning
surfaces and contains extensive information to support accessible
design.

e Don Kimble (TufTile) emphasized the importance of ensuring that
State Departments of Transportation share relevant information
with their state design teams.

e Don referenced a resource from the National Academies of
Science titled “Tactile Wayfinding in Transportation Settings for
Travelers Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired,” which can be
accessed
at:https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/27777/tactile-
wayfinding-in-transportation-settings-for-travelers-who-are-blind-
or-visually-impaired
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3) 9:25AM-9:30AM: Open Discussion

e The Chair mentioned coming soon after this meeting, a future
poll to states: Assessing what the State DOTs consider to be
the most Critical/ most valuable test methods in the Workplan
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Detectable Warning Systems (DWS)

Technical Committee

Attendance

June 11, 2025

Joe Royer Henkel

Justin Morris LA DOTD

Martin Dassi TxDOT

Willie Johnson MODOT

Mario Paredes TRI Environmental Inc.
Todd Whittington NCDOT

Alexander Lewis FDOT

Kelly Easley Timewell

William Real W L Real consulting

Merrill Zwanka SCDOT

Ryan Buck FDOT

Kean Ashurst KTC

Steve Esposito New Jersey Turnpike Authority
George Koustis Sherwin

Eli Ulmer NDDOT

Daniel Huggins Ladotd

Hemantkumar Shah ?;ﬁ;;éiiﬁg}epanmem i
Michael Dickey WisDOT

George Koustis Sherwin

Yong Zeng NJDOT

Connie Coleman GDOT

Jake Jenson AASHTO

Rodney Klopp PennDOT

David Malburg MDOT-SHA

Joseph Stilwell MaineDOT

Matt Schulz Vt Agency of Transportation
Aamer Syed Sika

Allen Gallistel MnDOT

Cabell Garbee Ncdot




Scott Bickford Mainedot

Carla Principe WisDOT

Dan Currence PPI

Randy Boysen Montana DOT

Ayrton Hernandez Tododren

Hector Anaya WMC

Paul Bushnell MT DOT

Scott Nussbaum Utah Department of Transportation
Emiliano Hernandez WMC

Sara Stone Crossroads Engineering Services
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